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Welcome to the 8th Grade United States History at West Valley Jr. High! Together, we will study the United States from its colonial beginnings through the Civil War and a few years beyond.

The school year will be divided into three primary thematic units, as follows: 

· Revolution and the Founding of the United States

· Manifest Destiny: Developing the Continent

· Defining a Nation through Civil War

In addition to the primary thematic units, “Honors” U.S. History students will complete a study of U.S. Geography and the U.S. Constitution, elements that meander through all three thematic units. 
Finally, all U.S. History students will complete a National History Day project for the West Valley Jr. High History Showcase, and have the option to compete in the History Day Regionals, held in February or March. This year’s theme is “Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History.”
National History Day Timeline

The following is a broad timeline for National History Day. Students will devote an average of one day a week in class to NHD work. Significant work time outside of class is required.

September -- Learn research skills; Begin initial research 

October -- Topic chosen; Continue research

November -- Continue preliminary research
December -- Topic essay (CBA) due; Choose project category
January -- Complete project

February -- Finalize project; Attend WVJH History Showcase (Date and Time to be determined)

March -- Regional Competition (Saturday -- Date to be determined)

March / April -- State qualifiers revise and enhance their projects

Saturday, May 5 -- State History Day @ Bellevue College

June 10-14 -- National History Day @ University of Maryland

*** A note about History Day participation: It is an OPTION to participate in Regional History Day for all WVJH students. There is also an entry fee of $8 to participate.

For STATE History Day, those qualifying have the option to participate (and are strongly encouraged to do so!). New this year, individuals will need to pay ½ of the entry fee (last year that would have been $17.50), while the ASB will pay the other half. Also, there is a $10 “Transportation Fee” that the School District will collect from all participants.
Grading

*NOTE: Instructions for each individual assignment will be given at the appropriate times. This list is meant only to outline, not to give specific directions.
Grading for “Honors” U.S. History will be a combination of “points” and standards-based assessments. There are only three main categories of graded work, as follows:

· Tests -- Points and/or Standards-Based
· Projects / Major Assignments -- Points and/or Standards-Based
· National History Day -- Points only* (*except for CBA)
Students will receive “standards-based” grades of 1-4 on their report card, as well as a “letter” grade of A, B, C, D, or F. The standards-based grades are meant to give parents an understanding of the student’s progress toward the mastery of standards, while the letter grade indicates his/her actual productivity and accomplishment.
Please note that “daily work” / “homework” will not be graded in this class. However, students may use their completed assignments as reference material on most tests.
TESTS: Students will be tested on the material covered during the units. Tests can be relatively small or larger, covering a greater scope. Several tests throughout the year will be designated as “Common Assessments” and earn a standards-based grade in addition to the point grade.

PROJECTS / MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS: Students will complete numerous small and larger projects and major assignments. Most projects will earn both a standards-based grade and points. Failure to complete a project will result in a “0” grade in both categories.

NATIONAL HISTORY DAY: Completion of a National History Day project is required in U.S. History. Full point credit will be achieved on the project’s final grade if all requirements are satisfactorily completed. To maintain adequate progress toward the final project, several assignments will be graded that work toward the final project, including an individual essay that will serve as a “CBA” (with a standards-based grade) as well. 
Other Academic and Behavior Guidelines

Late Work Policy

· Late work will be accepted as per the WVJH guidelines. There will be a cutoff date for mid-trimester and for the end of the trimester. Penalty for late work is up to 50% deduction.

· Make-up work following absences will be allowed as per the WVJH student handbook.
Test Makeup

· Tests missed due to absence from school may be made up for full credit.

· Tests must be made up within one week of the original test date (unless the student’s absence makes it impossible - teacher’s discretion). Penalty: “0” score on test.
· It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to arrange a makeup time. Usually, before or after school is preferable, but must be coordinated with the teacher’s schedule.

Plagiarism

· Plagiarism has become an increasingly serious problem, due to the use of the internet. Any student who copies / pastes or otherwise plagiarizes material from the internet or from other sources will receive a “0” on the assignment, plus be subject to disciplinary action as per West Valley Jr. High guidelines.

· Students cannot learn if they don’t do their own work!

Success!

· Success in this class and in school is the ultimate goal of both students and teachers. It is the teacher’s responsibility and desire to help facilitate success for every student!

· You can’t reach for the stars if you don’t aim for them!!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Parents: Your student’s first assignment of the semester is to familiarize both themselves and you with the guidelines of this class. Please review this document, sign below, 

and have your student return it on Day 2 of the class for 10 easy points. 

Your email address would be very helpful for regular communication!  
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call (972-5841) or email (norlingm@wvsd208.org). 

________
I have reviewed the National History Day Timeline and understand that completion of an NHD project is required, but participation in the contest is optional.
________
I have read and understand the Grading Policy

________
I understand the other Academic and Behavior Guidelines

Parent’s Email Address (optional): ______________________________@_______________

STUDENT’S PRINTED NAME: ______________________________________________
SIGNED:

_____________________________
_____________________________
___ / ___ / 11
Student’s Signature


Parent/Guardian’s Signature

Date
� EMBED Unknown  ���





� EMBED Unknown  ���
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