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2009 West Valley Jr. High

8th Grade Black Basketball Season Highlights

[image: image3.wmf]Up and Down Panthers 
Finish Strong!
12/17/09, WEST VALLEY, WA – For a team that ran as hot and cold as the Black Panthers did this year, it was only fitting that the season mirrored their streakiness. The highs were high, and the lows were low, and in the end, the Panthers scored an even .500 record of 4 wins and 4 losses.
The injury bug hit the Panthers early, as starting forward Jace Van de Brake went out with a broken foot in the very first game. As was the entire season, the Panthers had a lead in that game as well, but lost out in the end after Van de Brake’s injury. Another top player, Ridge Harmon, also missed two games in the middle of the season, games that the Panthers also lost.
But the “what could have beens” is not what this team was about, and instead the Panthers re-grouped and found the strength to beat four teams, and to play three others very close. 

It wasn’t always pretty, as the Panthers often suffered from poor shooting, particularly at times from the free throw line, and from too many turnovers. However, in the end, the Panthers showed just how good they could be, playing their best half of the season against undefeated Ellensburg, and their best quarter at the very end, scoring 30 in the final frame against Selah.
Dylan Peters was unquestionably the “go to” player for West Valley, leading the team in both scoring and rebounding. Unlike many other star players, though, Peters was unselfish, often passing up on shooting opportunities to look for open teammates. It was because of this that he was awarded the “Exemplary Leadership” award for the Black Team.

Hunter Hoggarth was another leader for the Panthers, setting a great example for his teammates with hustle and work ethic that was unparalleled.
When the team needed a boost, Harmon was the guy. Always playing with reckless abandon, Harmon was a natural scorer and playmaker.

Gage Landis, Josh Gifford, and Rhett Lions manned the inside for the Panthers, one reason why West Valley massively outrebounded its opponents for the season. All had nice scoring games and were consistent defenders, as well. 

Corey Hill played steady at guard, while Braydon Shields and Nathan Matthews improved markedly from the start to the end as players.

Despite a couple of wrenching defeats in the closing minutes, the Black Panther squad kept their heads high and had a lot of fun this year. The final game -- the final quarter -- against Selah was a fitting way to end the season… STRONG!
DATE

OPPONENT
   SCORE

11/17/09 
@ Wapato
     59-63
11/19/09
Harrison
     45-4
11/24/09
@ Sierra Vista
     60-42
12/1/09

@ Grandview
     39-51
12/2/09

Zillah

     41-46
12/8/09
East Valley
     47-39
12/10/09
@ Ellensburg
     48-51
12/16/09
Selah  

     61-26
AWARD WINNERS

ANNOUNCED!!!

12/17/09 WEST VALLEY, WA -- Each athletic team at West Valley Jr. High selects awards at the conclusion of the season. This year’s 8th Grade Black Basketball Team has three awards: "Most Inspirational," "Most Improved," and "Exemplary Leadership," which are voted on by the players. The 2009 winners from the Black team are:
Most Improved

Nathan Matthews
Most Inspirational

Gage Landis
Exemplary Leadership
Dylan Peters
Congratulations to the 2009 Panther 8th Grade Black Award Winners!!!

GAME SUMMARIES
Panthers Lose Both Lead and Player at Wapato
11/17/09, WAPATO, WA -- In its very first game of the season, the 8th Grade Black Basketball Team not only lost a close, intense game at Wapato, 63-59, but also one of its top players, Jace Van de Brake, to a broken foot. 

It was looking good for the visiting team early in the game, as West Valley opened up a 35-22 halftime lead. But early in the second half, Van de Brake came out with his injury and the Panthers’ fortunes turned for the worse. The Cubs got hot at the end, hitting four 3-pointers to come from behind and overtake the Panthers with just over a minute to play.

Dylan Peters led the Panthers with 30 points and 17 rebounds in a truly remarkable individual performance. 

Gage Landis added 8 points, while Hunter Hoggarth added 6 and Van de Brake 5, before leaving the game with his injured foot.

Josh Gifford was second on the team with 9 rebounds, followed by Landis with 8.
 PANTHERS NEARLY SHUT OUT HARRISON
11/19/09, WEST VALLEY, WA – The 8th Grade Black Basketball Team played very well, particularly on defense, in defeating Harrison of Sunnyside, 45-4. 

From the outset, the Cubs had a hard time with the Panthers' lock-down, pressing defense, and by halftime the score was 24-0, extending to 39-0 at the end of 3 quarters. 

Harrison finally scored a couple of buckets in the 4th quarter to keep from getting shut out.

Dylan Peters once again led the Panther scorers with 15 points, followed by Hunter Hoggarth with 7, Ridge Harmon with 6, and Josh Gifford with 5. Rhett Lions, Braydon Shields, and Gage Landis added 4 points apiece.

Nathan Matthews played some great defense for West Valley as well. 

Landis led the Panthers with 8 rebounds, while Peters, Gifford, and Lions each grabbed 5.
Panthers Top Falcons with 4th Quarter Dominance
11/24/09, SUNNYSIDE, WA -- The 8th Grade Black Basketball Team earned a hard-fought victory on the road at Sierra Vista. 

Through three quarters, the game was close, with the Panthers taking a 5-point lead into the final period. It was then, however, that their conditioning showed up, as the Panthers executed a 24-11 thrashing in the 4th quarter en route to a final score of 60-42. 

Dylan Peters led the Panthers with 21 points, while Gage Landis played his best game of the season, hitting for a "double double" with 12 points and 12 rebounds. 

Rhett Lions was another bright spot for West Valley, dropping in 7 points, as did Josh Gifford. 

It was a total team effort for the Black Team to win against a very good opponent!
PANTHERS FINALLY AWAKEN, BUT FALL SHORT IN COMEBACK BID
12/1/09, GRANDVIEW, WA -- Essentially sleepwalking through the first three quarters of the game, the 8th Grade Black team fell short in its 4th-quarter comeback bid and lost to Grandview, 52-39. 

Down by as many as 27 points in the 3rd quarter and being outrebounded and outhustled, West Valley rallied valiantly, utilizing its full-court press, to come within 8 points, but unfortunately time ran out on the cold shooting Panthers. 

Rhett Lions and Gage Landis led West Valley with 8 points apiece, followed by Dylan Peters with 7 and Braydon Shields with 6. Josh Gifford scored 5, including a 3-pointer, and Hunter Hoggarth added 4 points.
ZILLAH HANGS ON FOR CLOSE WIN OVER PANTHERS
12/2/09, WEST VALLEY, WA-- The 8th grade Black basketball team played hard for four quarters against Zillah, a big improvement from Tuesday's game, but lost a very close game, 46-41. 
Despite playing great defense and outhustling their opponents, the Panthers just couldn't get the shots to fall, except for Corey Hill, who hit three 3-point shots and a couple of "two's" as well for a total of 13 points, his season high. 
The game was close throughout, with Zillah taking a one-point lead into halftime. The Panthers went ahead briefly in the third quarter, but turned cold in the fourth quarter as the lead swung back to Zillah, whose star player hit for 11 of his game-high 23 points in the final period.

Dylan Peters also scored 13 and led the team with 9 rebounds before fouling out in the fourth quarter. Hunter Hoggarth grabbed 8 rebounds and played outstanding defense, as did Gage Landis, Rhett Lions, and Braydon Shields. 
Gutsy Panthers Earn Tough Win Over East Valley
12/8/09, WEST VALLEY, WA – It took a gutsy effort against a tough team for the 8th Grade Black basketball team to defeat East Valley, 47-39. 

In a game marred by turnovers and fouls, the Panthers found their inner strength and gutted out the victory, overcoming a 9-point deficit in the 3rd quarter. The Panthers were trailing by nine when a double foul led to another technical foul on the Bruins and some free throws for West Valley. Josh Gifford sank the free throws and after another score, the Panthers were right back in the game.

The fourth quarter belonged to the Panthers, as they moved ahead, then hung on through a foul-fest for the win.

Defense and rebounding were the keys, as the Panthers outrebounded the Bruins, 47-15. Leading the charge was Dylan Peters, who had another "double double" with 21 points and 17 rebounds. Josh Gifford added 12 rebounds, mostly in the decisive 2nd half, while Rhett Lions grabbed 5. 

Hunter Hoggarth and Ridge Harmon contributed on both ends of the court as well, scoring 9 and 8 points, respectively. 

It was a great example of playing hard and playing smart, as the Panthers won the day.
Panthers Lose Heartbreaker in Ellensburg
12/10/09, ELLENSBURG, WA -- The 8th Grade Black basketball team stood toe to toe with the undefeated Morgan Tigers in Ellensburg, losing at the wire, 51-48. 

It was a tale of two halves, as the Panthers were hot from the floor in the first half, running off to a 37-20 lead at the break, but went cold in the decisive second half. 

Trailing the entire second half, Ellensburg chipped away at the lead as the Panthers went cold from the field. Then, as the game wound down, Ellensburg hit some clutch shots at the end and took the lead with less than a minute to play.

Ridge Harmon sparked the Panthers early, scoring 10 points, as did Hunter Hoggarth. Dylan Peters went for his typical "double double," scoring 12 points and grabbing 15 rebounds. 

Despite being a bit under the weather before the game, Braydon Shields came off the bench and played his best game of the year, scoring 6 points. 

Once again, the Panthers were hit with the injury bug, as Rhett Lions missed a good part of the game with a jammed thumb. 

It was a tough game, but kudos to the Panthers for playing hard to the end in a valiant effort.
4th Quarter Explosion Slams Selah in Finale
12/16/09, WEST VALLEY, WA -- For the first three quarters in the Black team’s final game, it looked like more of the same - a close game coming right down to the wire. But, it was not to be, as the Panthers exploded for 30 points in the final quarter of the season to put away the hapless Spartans, 61-26.

The Panthers, plagued by many of the same issues of the entire season, namely turnovers and poor shooting, led by only five points at the half, 20-15. Coming out in the third quarter, things started slowly too, as the Spartans hung close for the first few minutes and only trailed by 8 points entering the final frame.
The fourth quarter was a masterpiece for the Panthers, as 8 different players scored in the 30-3 romp to the final score. 

Dylan Peters led a balanced attack that saw all 9 players score in the game, with 14 points and 12 rebounds. Ridge Harmon came off the bench to hit for 10 points. Braydon Shields finished with 9, including a “buzzer beater” 3-pointer to put an exclamation on the game.
Gage Landis was tough inside once again, scoring 8 points and grabbing 9 rebounds. His highlight, however, may have been his incredible spinning move late in the game, a move that, frankly, cannot be aptly described.
Josh Gifford and Hunter Hoggarth scored 6 points apiece, followed by Rhett Lions with 4, and Corey Hill and Nathan Matthews with 2 points each. 

The Panthers played hard to win this game, diving and “spinning” all the way to the end. It was a fine way to end a fun season!
THE NUMBERS
** STATISTICAL LEADERS **
POINTS PER GAME

PLAYER
G
PTS.
PPG. AVG

Dylan Peters
8
133
16.6
Ridge Harmon
6
41
6.8
Gage Landis
8
51
6.4

Hunter Hoggarth
8
47
5.9
Josh Gifford
8
35
4.4
WV TEAM
8
395
49.4
OPPONENTS
8
325
40.6
HIGH GAME:

Dylan Peters    
30
11/17
 @ Wapato
REBOUNDS

PLAYER
OFF
DEF
TOTAL

Dylan Peters
45
44
89
Gage Landis
23
38
61
Josh Gifford
22
26
48

Rhett Lions
16
15
31
Hunter Hoggarth
8
21
29
WV TEAM
145
178
323
OPPONENTS
88
116
204
HIGH GAME:

Dylan Peters    
17       @ Wapato / vs E. Valley
"3" Point Shooters

Dylan Peters - 10

Hunter Hoggarth - 9

Corey Hill - 8

Josh Gifford - 8

Braydon Shields - 1
HIGH GAME: Corey Hill – 3 – 12/2 vs Zillah
Dylan Peters – 3 –12/8 vs East Valley
FREE THROW SHOOTING

PLAYER
FTA
FTM
FT PCT

Braydon Shields
1
2
.500
Josh Gifford
10
22
.455
Ridge Harmon
11
21
.524
Dylan Peters
5
10
.500

Corey Hill
3
8
.375
WV TEAM
39
94
.415
OPPONENTS
77
147
.524

HIGH GAME:

Ridge Harmon    6/8
Dec. 16
 vs Selah
2009 West Valley Black…

THE PLAYERS

Josh Gifford
Ridge Harmon
Corey Hill
Hunter Hoggarth
Gage Landis
Rhett Lions
Nathan Matthews
Dylan Peters
Braydon Shields
Jace Van de Brake
THE MANAGERS & SCOREKEEPERS
Makenna Braden, Dannielle Tanasse, Haley Wathen,

and Lizzie Faringer
THE COACH

Matt Norling

The preceding has been a
 publication of “Swish Productions”






