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“Always striving for our best!”
Welcome to the New Band Year!

You are a member of one of the most exciting programs at West Valley Jr. High School!
We believe:
That everyone should have the opportunity to participate in music.

That music is an integral part of a student’s development emotionally and intellectually.

That band develops self-discipline, positive work habits and skills necessary for success in life.

That by achieving a standard of high quality in band, high quality standards will transfer into other areas of the student’s lives.

That band offers creative music opportunities that provide for emotional development.

That student’s social skills, self-esteem and positive attitudes are continually developed through participation in band.

That band gives an emotional and expressive release during the day.

That band teaches students to strive for excellence - a major goal of education.

That music is an important part of our lives as students, people and citizens of the world.

That music is not only a fun activity, but through hard work and dedication, there is much to be learned by playing an instrument, through the cultures that encompass the music we learn and the overall subject matter.

Remember, everything we do in the band program is important, which makes YOU important. Excellence is attained through this attitude and it is this attitude that is the basis of our program.
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BAND HANDBOOK 
West Valley Jr. High
Madelyn Banahene, Music Director

To all Band Students, Parents and Guardians, 
Greetings from the West Valley Jr. High band room!  The primary activity in each class is learning how to play wind or percussion instruments while also learning how to work together to perform works of music. Math, language and problem solving skills learned in the band setting are transferable and help students in every subject.  During the course of this school year, the bands will present concerts, participate in band festivals, go on performance trips and complete other band related activities to showcase what has been learned. In addition, the enjoyment and sense of satisfaction a student experiences through successful performances of music can increase self-esteem and confidence at a very critical period in a young person’s life.  

The continued health, happiness and success of the band program as a whole is due to hardworking students who strive for excellence and great school and community support, ongoing communication and cooperation from parents and the wonderful staff at West Valley Jr. High. It is my hope that this packet will help all of us in our continued efforts to provide a quality, meaningful music experience for all the band students at West Valley Jr. High, while also conveying the goals and expectations for all band classes.

I am happy to have your student in the West Valley Jr. High Panther Band program and look forward to a great musical year!

Parents, please read through this handbook with your band student, fill out the PARENT RETURN FORM AND ACTIVITY FORM and have your student return it as soon as possible, as this is a graded assignment!

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns please call me at 509-972-5857 or email me at banahenem@wvsd208.org.
Sincerely,

Madelyn Banahene

Band Director
GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS
Goals

1. Develop individual musicianship

2. Students lean to play a musical instrument with an emphasis on correct technique
3. Develop good practice habits
4. Students will gain an understanding of the importance of working together cooperatively to produce quality music.  
Expectations
ATTITUDE

The attitude of a band student should be one that expresses satisfaction of accomplishment, willingness to participate in group concept, support for others, and a desire to do everything correctly.  These attitudes are exhibited by the following rehearsal etiquette skills and responsibilities:

Etiquette Skills:
1. In your assigned seat with instruments, materials and pencil before class begins

2. Correct posture always

3. Be the first one to stop and the first one who is ready to play

4. When the director stops the group or is working with another section it is a no-talking situation.

5. Attention to the front of the room

6. NO GUM, no cell phones

Responsibilities

1. Come to class prepared

2. Play in tune/in time

3. Learn your part!
4. Follow rehearsal etiquette

5. Listen – don’t talk

6. Lead by example

7. Be respectful to self and peers

MY JOB: Help you become independent musicians. 

GRADING POLICY
In the effort to become the best musician possible band students are expected to work to improve at each rehearsal, practice daily at home and ask for help when wanted or needed.
Band grades are based on a point system.   Points are given in the following areas:

1. Daily grade (40% percent of total grade)
Each Student keeps track of their daily points on a calendar that is graded weekly.  Students earn 5 points a day (25 points a week) for following the classroom rules.  The back side of the calendar lists how points can be lost during class. For example, playing your instrument after being told to stop is -2 points.  NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN!!!  Once your points are gone they are gone. 

2. Home practice record (10% percent of total grade)

A minimum of 120 minutes per week recorded by student, signed weekly by parent or guardian and turned in every two weeks.

-OR-

Taking private lessons (must be approved by Ms. Banahene and private teacher).

3. Quizzes and performance tests (20% percent of total grade)
Tests will be played individually or in groups of 2 to 3 students.  You must be able to demonstrate musical proficiency on your assigned part (correct pitches, rhythms, tone, posture, etc.) to show that improvement and practicing are taking place at home. This also includes keeping your assigned instrument cubby clean. 
4. Concert performances (30% percent of total grade). 
In order to receive an “A” in band, each member must complete the following:

1. Have your instrument, music and pencil ready and be in your seat when the bell rings. Leaving any of these materials at home or being late will lower your daily points.

2. Behave in a mature, professional manner at all times. This includes not using profanity or being disruptive during rehearsals, as well as when representing our school. The effect that this will have on the grade will depend on the severity and frequency of the problem. If it drastically affects the student’s grade it will be discussed with the student and his/her parent(s).

3. Pass all playing and written tests, including memorization tests and competencies.

4. Do all tests and assignments on time. A student has 2 (two) days after an excused absence to make up work, unless pre-arranged with Ms. Banahene.  Tests or assignments that are not made up within this timeframe will be worth only half credit. 

5. Make sure your assigned storage area is clean and that you take home your instrument during longer breaks.  Please be aware that using the storage area is a privilege that can be taken away.  Also, keeping your assigned place clean is a part of your grade. 
6. BE ON TIME TO REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES! Being tardy or leaving early will lower your total grade points each time. Call times for rehearsals are intended to mean when rehearsals start. Plan on showing up a couple minutes early to get in the right position and make sure you have everything you need.

7. No more than 2 rehearsals missed outside of class time. Excused absences from outside-of-school rehearsals should be reported in advance by bringing a written notice from your parents to Ms. Banahene. Other than for Marching Band, there are rarely rehearsals outside of class time, thus being in these rehearsals needs to be a high priority. 
8. Any unexcused absences will deduct points from your grade. In case of an emergency, please bring a note from your parents to the next rehearsal or have them call Ms. Banahene.  
9. Attend all sectionals as they are called by Ms. Banahene.

10. Students are responsible for the well-being of their music. Because original music is the school’s property, keeping the music in the good condition is very important. If music is lost, torn, wrinkled or excessively written on, the student who is assigned that music will be held accountable.  
HOMEWORK
1. All assignments need to be turned in on time. 
2. For each excused absence, two days (2) will be granted for full credit make-up work.

3. Students are responsible for finding out what they have missed in class. If a student would like help figuring out what assignments to do and when, they must speak with Ms. Banahene during break or make an appointment. 
4. If an unexcused absence happens on the day of a playing proficiency, quiz, etc., a student can not make this assignment up. For excused absences, students can make up the assignments at a time agreed upon by the teacher.
WVJHS Building-wide Late/Missing Work Policy
1.  Late work will be accepted (from all students) for a maximum of 50% credit.

2.  There will be a Drop Dead date for turning in all missing work from the first half of each trimester 1 week before mid-terms and another Drop Dead date for turning in all missing work from the second half of each trimester 1 week before the end of the trimester.  

3.  This policy does not alter or affect schoolwork made up in a timely manner following excused absences as per district and state policy.
ATTENDANCE
1. Attendance is one of the easiest ways for you to lose points in band. If you are not at a rehearsal, sectional or performance you miss the making of music and all of the hard work in which we have put into the experience. When working hard on pieces, if you are absent, you have missed the information, and rehearsals can not be reenacted like other homework.
2. If you have an excused absence, you may make up any homework or assignments within two days of the first rehearsal you are back. However, it is your responsibility to find out what music and information was gone over while you were gone so that you can learn it on your own. If you have any problems or need some help, you can and should meet with Ms. Banahene.
Other
Points Lost If:
Having gum, candy, food, or any other beverage other than water during rehearsal.  Please bring 
your own water bottle, as the sink is not a drinking fountain. 
Missing folder/music/materials/pencil not brought to class 

Late to any band function

Cause problems for a sub or student director

Not dressed properly in the required attire for concerts
Excessive talking or disruptive behavior
Plagiarism

1. Student will receive a “0” on the project, activity, or assessment

2. Student cannot make up or compensate for the failing grade

3. Penalty is administered to both students involved with cheating/plagiarism

4. Parent WILL be notified by teacher via phone, e-mail, or letter.
 Here is a direct quotation of a definition of plagiarism from the UO Conduct Program’s web page, that also shows the proper way of indicating that the material has been copied (quotation marks), and acknowledging its source (citation): 

“Plagiarism is the inclusion of someone else's product, words, ideas, or data as one's own work. When a student submits work for credit that includes the product, words, ideas, or data of others, the source must be acknowledged by the use of complete, accurate, and specific references, such as footnotes. Expectations may vary slightly among disciplines. By placing one's name on work submitted for credit, the student certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. On written assignments, if verbatim statements are included, the statements must be enclosed by quotation marks or set off from regular text as indented extracts.”
Take Ownership in YOUR band! It is easy to earn all the points possible for an “A”. It is amazing that some students are willing to settle for less. The success of the band depends on our own personal success and your willingness to learn and accomplish great things.

TENTATIVE CALENDAR 2009-10 

(Times subject to change.)


January

Friday, January 22nd: CWU Jazz Invite (Jazz Band)

February

Saturday, February 6th: Solo and Ensemble Contest (8th and 9th)

Saturday, February 13th: Jr. All-State Honor Band (selected 8th graders)

Wed. - Sat., February 17th through 20th: West Valley District Musical 

Thursday, February 25th: Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival (Jazz Band)

Fri. - Sat., February 26th and 27th: Lionel Hampton (9th grade participants in HS jazz band)

March

Thursday March 4th: Jr. High Winter Band Concert (8th and 9th)

March 19th: YVMEA Middle School Band Festival (8th and 9th)

April

Saturday, April 10th: CBC Jazz Festival (Jazz Band)

Saturday, April 24th: Wenatchee Jr. Apple Blossom Parade (8th and 9th)

May

Thursday, May 27th: Capitol Theater Concert (8th and 9th)

Suggestions to help you out with conflicts and have support for your student:

   1. Post all dates on your family calendar

   2. Keep your school and personal dates all on the same calendar
   3. Help yourself and the band by inviting family, relatives, and neighbors to all of your concerts

PRACTICING
PRACTICE MAKES IMPROVEMENT!!!

All students enrolled in instrumental music are expected to practice at home on a consistent basis.  Practice is best when done each day. Even several short practice times done daily are preferable to a huge chunk of time done once a week.  It takes consistent work to develop your playing skills and it will only be an uphill battle if practicing is done randomly or rarely.
PRACTICE ROUTINE: Minimum guidelines
1. 3 minutes: warm-up and long tones 

2. 7 to 10 minutes: Play lines in the book or work on other technique exercises.  Start with easier lines and then try to work forward.  

3. 5+ minutes: Work on playing test material.  Remember: Your goal is to play perfectly; no matter how slow that is at first!

4. 8+ minutes: Sheet music – Band parts.  Work on what you cannot play.  You do not need to continually practice what you already know.

5. Clear instrument of water and put carefully away.

PRACTICE RECORD
Home practice is a key factor in the progress and success of any musician.  Parents and guardians can help by establishing a set time and place for your student to practice so that it becomes “routine.”  Each band student receives a two week practice record sheet on which it is their responsibility to keep track of their home or out of class practice goals and time.  The goal is 120 minutes per week, although some students practice much more than that!  To get credit for their home practice time, the practice record needs to be signed by an adult.  A signed practice record turned in to Ms. Banahene is an important ingredient in earning an “A” in band class. 

GO FOR IT!

Here are some opportunities to audition and perform in groups that were not available in middle school.  Some of the extra activities include:
Regional/State Solo & Ensemble Contest (8th and 9th)

WVHS Ram Pep Band (9th)

Various marching competitions and summer groups
WVHS Ram Marching Band (9th)

Yakima Youth Symphony (audition only, 8th and 9th)

“Success depends on the second letter”
CONCERT DRESS
For others to take our program seriously, we must take pride and responsibility for how we sound as well as how we look.  A concert is a special occasion and the students’ attire should reflect that. Uniformity of dress truly enhances the whole event, creates fewer distractions for the audience and is expected from students in the band program.  The following illustrates how student should dress:

Concert Band

Black slacks or long skirt

Black dress shoes and socks (no big heels!)
WVJH band polo shirt – available from the school.

NO TENNIS SHOES, T-SHIRTS AND JEANS IN THE CONCERT SETTING
Jazz Band
Tuxedo shirt

Gold Tie - Provided by the school

Black slacks

Black dress shoes

Black socks
Remember: 
1. Make sure that you have the concert dress right away.  Don’t wait until the night before the performance.

2. Parents may call or email Ms. Banahene with any questions or concerns regarding concert dress.  

3. If a student shows up to a performance inappropriately dressed, then they will not receive full credit for the performance.  
INSTRUMENTS AND STORAGE
In the band room, we rarely have problems with instruments or instrument storage areas.  Though Ms. Banahene is in the room most of the time and locks doors when she or another teacher is not present, this does not mean that the room is 100% secure.  In order to keep the area and your belonging safe and clean please read and do the following:
1. Make sure that your name is on your case.  Many cases look the same and it is very easy for other people to unknowingly take your instrument if your name is not on it. 
2. Make sure to fill out the instrument information of the Student Contract.  If your instrument does get switched with someone else’s we will be more able to tell the difference.  Also, if you own your instrument, have your parents put the instrument on their insurance.  

3. Always put your instrument in the area assigned to you.  It will be easier for you to find your instrument and less likely that someone else will mistake it for theirs. 
4. Do no store backpacks or other personal belongings in the band room. Store them in a locked spot or carry them with you.  People are more likely to take small things that are not locked up.  Personal belonging are not the responsibility of Ms. Banahene.
5. Do not bring your friends in with you to pick up your instrument.  With the potential of over 150 music students coming in to pick up instruments it is already difficult to get in and out of the band room after school.  
6. Only you can pick up your instrument.  If Ms. Banahene sees someone she does not know in the band room with an instrument, they will be taken to the office. 

7. Make sure your assigned storage area is clean and that you take home your instrument during longer breaks.  Bugs can be just as expensive as and more disgusting than theft. 
8. If your parent is picking up your instrument, please be aware of the following:

A. If Ms. Banahene is no longer at school the custodial crew will not allow an instrument to be picked up unless your name is on it.

B. Please let your parent know the location (i.e. storage number) of your instrument and where it is located.  

TRAVEL POLICY
When attending festivals or other activities outside of school we will:
1. Represent our school in a respective and honorable manner.

2. Respect the rights and safety of others.

3. The use of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco are prohibited at any school function.

4. Act as a professional musician and display appropriate behavior and attire in which to represent our Jr. High School.

5. Avoid using inappropriate language at all times (like you would in the classroom).
6. Stay with leaders of your group and do what they say; be where they say to be when they say to be there.

7. Students must remain on their assigned buses and in their assigned spots. Do NOT change buses or spots without permission from Ms. Banahene.

8. No candy, gum, soda or any other caffeinated drinks.

9. CD players, iPods or any other portable electronics are NOT allowed. Cell phones are also NOT allowed.  All electronic devices are the responsibility of the students. If they are lost, it is of the students’ responsibility, and not of any of the leaders or Ms. Banahene.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are a unique opportunity for individualized learning and can provide a major boost to a student’s musical development.  I highly recommend them!

If your student is already taking private lessons please let Ms. Banahene know the name, number and the instrument of the person that the student is taking lessons on.  Your student may be exempt from having to turn in a practice record. 

If you are interested in private lessons for you student, please check the box below and return to me.  I will then put you in contact with an appropriate teacher and you can set-up a time that works best for you.

	


Yes, we are interesting in private music lessons.

	


My student is currently enrolled in private lessons.

Student Name __________________________________ Instrument ______________________

Parent/Guardian name ____________________________ Phone__________________________

If you already have a lessons teacher please fill out the following:

Lesson Teacher ________________________________ Phone___________________________
Instrument(s) 
______________________________________________________________________________
STUDENT CONTRACT
I, ______________________________, have read and understand the duties and responsibilities outlined in the 2009-10 band handbook for membership in the Panther Band Program. I agree to abide by the rules and regulations for the good of the entire program, my fellow classmates and my school.

Student's signature_______________________________ Date_________________

Student’s instrument __________________________________________________
Type and serial number_____________________________________________________

School instrument: (Circle one)  NO

YES

Home Phone Number_______________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGN OFF SHEET
I, ______________________________, have read and understand the duties and responsibilities outlined in the 2009-10 band handbook for membership in the West Valley Junior High School Panther Band Program. I agree to support my child in helping him/her to abide by the rules and regulations for the good of the entire program, fellow classmates and the entire school. If I have any concerns or questions, I know that I can easily contact Ms. Banahene via e-mail or at her school phone number to make conferences, help out with concerts, chaperoning, fundraising or to discuss future plans in the band department.

Guardian's signature_______________________________ Date_________________

Home Phone Number_______________________________

Cell/Work Phone Number________________________________

Email____________________________________________
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