What is a booktalk?

You can think of a booktalk as being similar to a movie trailer or movie preview. 

The purpose of a booktalk is to “sell” the book to a

small or large group.

1. The booktalker should give enough of the plot to interest the listener, but should not give a summary of the entire book. Don’t give away the important part. Never give away the ending. Just highlight the interesting points.

2. The booktalker should read chosen passages (1 longer or 2 shorter ones) to the listeners. The purpose is to grab the audience’s interest, give a feel for the way the writer writes and make each listener want to read the book. Some talkers end the booktalk with a cliffhanger.

3. The booktalker presents the booktalk orally and should have the book as a visual prop.

How do booktalks differ from book reviews?

Although similar, they perform different functions. In a book review, the reviewer is judging the book. The book is recommended or not and may contain criticism. A summary of the plot may be included. In a booktalk, a recommendation is assumed.

Sample booktalks (written by students)

A Time to Kill, John Grisham

In a small town named Clanton, Mississippi, a ten-year-old girl’s life is destroyed. Two drunken young men, Billy Ray Cobb and Pete Willard, have emotionally and physically scarred her for life. In other words, they raped her. Her furious father, Carl Lee Hailey, makes the boys pay for what they have done the only way he knows how. He kills them with an assault rifle that he acquired illegally. He fought in Vietnam and knows how to kill a man. He kills these two like a professional. (Read from Page 72). A young but skilled lawyer, Jake Brigance, steps forward to defend Carl Lee in court. To find out what happens to Jake and Carl Lee, read A Time to Kill by John Grisham. 

(Jeff L., 8th grade student, Rundlett Middle School, Concord New Hampshire)

Where the Heart Is, Billie Letts

Usually someone’s lucky number is seven, but not for Novalee Nation. She’s “seventeen, seven months pregnant, and thirty-seven pounds overweight.” What a lucky number! Now she’s stuck at a Wal-Mart in Oklahoma because her boyfriend drove off when she went in to go to the bathroom. Novalee now has no one around she knows to help her, and she needs to find a place to live. You’ll never guess where she ends up living! This book is filled with life’s problems and exciting adventures. If you want to find out more about Novalee, her struggles in her life, and how she solves them, read Where the Heart Is by Billie Letts. 

(Katey, 8th grade student, Rundlett Middle School, Concord New Hampshire)

Where the Heart Is, Billie Letts

“One lie we never get over, just one chance to change it, then it’s gone…” Novalee Nation’s whole life was changed by one lie. She’s a seventeen-year-old girl, who is thirty-seven pounds overweight, seven months pregnant and superstitious about sevens. Her boyfriend left her at a Wal-Mart, to fend for herself. The book follows Novalee throughout her next years and the birth of her baby.

This book portrays a young girl’s strength and determination to giver her baby everything it deserves and everything Novalee never had. She tries to make a life for herself and her baby and tries to forget a life-changing lie that can’t be forgotten.

(Mary Huebscher, Librarian, Holy Cross High School, San Antonio, TX 78228)

Sample booktalks were taken from Nancy Keane’s Booktalks – Quick and Simple
