Lesson Plan for Booktalks

Objectives:

· To sell the idea of reading for pleasure.

· To encourage students to share with others in an informal, non-threatening situation.

· To humanize books.

Materials Needed:

· 1 handout (What is a booktalk?) for students

· 1 lesson plan for teachers

Step One: Hand out “What is a booktalk?”  Discuss what a booktalk is and how it differs from a book review.

Step Two: Share the sample booktalks by reading aloud or by allowing students to read the samples aloud.  Point out to students that the 2 booktalks on Where the Heart Is are different because no two people look at a book in the same way.  There are four examples.

Step Three: Part of giving a book talk is reading part of the book aloud. Discuss how to choose what to read to the other students.

· Don’t read the ending.

· Choose a passage that reflects the writer’s voice clearly. If the book is humorous, find a funny passage.

· Just don’t give away anything that would affect the enjoyment for someone who wants to read the book.

· Choose a passage that affected you in some way – you laughed or smiled or cried or responded to it in some emotional way.

Step Five: Below, there are three passages from the books that have sample booktalks on the student handout.  Choose one that you are comfortable sharing in class.  Either read it to the students or have a student read it (give it to them the night before so they can prepare).

Reading

What is a booktalk?

You can think of a booktalk as being similar to a movie trailer or movie preview. 

The purpose of a booktalk is to “sell” the book to a

small or large group.

1. The booktalker should give enough of the plot to interest the listener, but should not give a summary of the entire book. Don’t give away the important part. Never give away the ending. Just highlight the interesting points.

2. The booktalker should read chosen passages (1 longer or 2 shorter ones) to the listeners. The purpose is to grab the audience’s interest, give a feel for the way the writer writes and make each listener want to read the book. Some talkers end the booktalk with a cliffhanger.

3. The booktalker presents the booktalk orally and should have the book as a visual prop.

How do booktalks differ from book reviews?

Although similar, they perform different functions. In a book review, the reviewer is judging the book. The book is recommended or not and may contain criticism. A summary of the plot may be included. In a booktalk, a recommendation is assumed.

Sample booktalks (written by students)

Albom, Mitch 

TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE 

New York : Doubleday, 1997. 

Booktalk #1 

Mitch is a sports writer in Chicago who has lost touch with his favorite teacher, Morrie. One night, Mitch is flipping through channels on television and is stunned when he sees Morrie on "Nightline" with Ted Koppel. Mitch finds out Morrie has ALS disease which paralyzes the body working up from the feet. He stops to watch the program, hears Morrie talk. Morrie say (read p. 21). At that point, Mitch decides not to miss the last days of Morrie's life. Mitch flies to Massachusetts to visit Morrie on a Tuesday, just like he always did in college. Morrie tells Mitch that they are Tuesday people. They decide to meet every Tuesday. Through the story we see Mitch getting weaker and weaker. To understand this story about life and death, read TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE by Mitch Albom. (Mackswell D., 8th grade student, Rundlett Middle School, Concord, New Hampshire) 

Booktalk #2 

Tuesdays with Morrie is about a man stricken with Lou Gherig’s disease. When he finds out that he has this fatal disease he decides that he will make the rest of the little time alive memorable. When Morrie is seen on national television with Ted Koppel, he receives many heart-warming letters, calls and visits. The most significant visit to Morrie was one of his former students. This student was very close with Morrie while he was in college.  The student’s name was Mitch. He was a student who graduated high school early and went on to college where he enrolled in Morrie’s class. Mitch being younger than most kids on campus wanted to be noticed but really the only person who noticed this young man is his new professor, Morrie. Morrie accepted Mitch as a friend and a teacher and over the four years that Mitch was at the university they formed a special bond with each other.  When Mitch finds out that Morrie is very ill, he visits Morrie in his Massachusetts suburban home. From that visit on Mitch visits his teacher every Tuesday. That’s when they worked together and spent their time together when Mitch was a student at Brandeis University. Now that Morrie is very ill they spend every Tuesday conversing for hours about anything. These discussions open up both of them but mostly Mitch. These discussions change Mitch a great deal and strengthen Morrie.  (Alex Y., 8th grade student, Rundlett Middle School) 

Booktalk #3 Princess Diaries
I admit it. When I was little, and sometimes in my current I-must-not-be-human teenage years, I've wanted to be a princess. Every little girl wants to be a princess at some point, right? The dresses, the dancing, and living happily ever after with some gorgeous hunk of a prince? Getting dressed would be a snap: a fairy godmother and a bunch of cute little animals get you ready for a party. 

Right, like that'd happen. 

Dresses never look right on me, at least they never look like they do in the magazines. I'm tall enough, too tall in fact, but built like your average coat rack. Pathetic when the dress actually looks better on the hanger than it does on you. I'm smart, but still not smarter than my own hair, which has a mind of its own. My feet are WAY too big, and I'm always tripping over them. 

Think how bad life would be in glass slippers - your feet would smell and you'd have no traction, so you'd slip and fall walking on those fancy red carpets. Then you'd have all those glass shards to deal with. I'll take my Doc Martens any day. No way could a bunch of happy bunnies make me princess material, even with a DOZEN magic wands. 

Okay, but the gorgeous hunk of a prince? I'd still go for that. But I don't believe in happily ever after. You see, my parents split up early on, and life is better that way. I'm a lot closer to my mom. She's kind of a crazy painter, but I like having a mom who isn't convinced minivans are the ultimate in sporty transport. 

Dad is a little harder to get to know, always distracted on the rare occasions when I see him. I know he loves me, but I'm never sure where I rank on his list of priorities. My parents are disappointed that I come from a *broken home*, but they had to break up. They still like each other; they just can't live with each other. We're all better off because they aren't married, if you know what I mean. 

So I know life doesn't always turn out like you planned. Sometimes it turns out better, sometimes worse. But this is ridiculous. Mom's dating my LEAST favorite teacher, the cutest boy at school KNOWS I'm a geek, and Dad chooses this time to spring a little family secret on me? "Oh, by the way, you are a royal princess. Someday you will run the country of Genovia." 

Right, like that'd happen. 

Mary McCarthy for The Colorado Blue Spruce Young Adult Book Award 

Booktalk #4 Princess Diaries
                    In the book Princess Diaries there is a teenage girl named Mia.  Who has a normal teenage life in a house with her mom and is about to live with her math teacher. But has no idea that her life is about to change forever. 

                        The lesson that is learned from this story is that don't always get use to the way that things are because you might not know when your life is going to change forever and then you won't be use to the way you live. 

                        The reader will get excited and won't want to stop on reading this book on how exciting the book is and how much drama the book has this book is really good written book. 

                    The reason that I like this book is because the author writes about what can happen in someone's teenage life. She also knows how to describe what a teenager can go through in his/her high school life.  (Karina   L.,  student)

	Clancy, Tom 

THE HUNT FOR RED OCTOBER 

New York, Berkley Books, 1984. 

	This book is an exhilarating, breath taking, and remarkable novel. It is about a Soviet sub during the Cold War trying to escape to the United States. In this top secret operation, the soviets have no choice but to destroy the sub before it gets into American hands. While the American must protect it. The operation is headed by a man named Jack Ryan, a former British Intelligence agent who is now a CIA agent. He was placed aboard the Red October when it became clear that they were heading for the United States. The force ... lights clicked on. To find out what causes the explosion, read this thrilling novel, THE HUNT FOR RED OCTOBER. (Ryan F., 8th grade student, Rundlett Middle School, Concord, New Hampshire)


Due dates for Booktalks:


March 6


April 10


May 3


June 5








