WASL Academy
Sophomore RAM Prep

Writing WASL Prep Lesson Plan

Objective(s):

Students will become familiar with the WASL 4-point (Content, Organization and Style) and 2-point (Conventions) Scoring Guides.

Materials Needed:


WASL Writing Student Packet (one for each student)

WASL Writing Scoring Guide (online - use projector)



WASL Writing Prompts teacher guide (contains answers)

Procedure: 

Day One:
2-3 min.
Overview: Teacher briefly explains format of written essay portion of WASL.  The test consists of two six-point writing prompts (must score 9/12 to meet standard in writing).  Teacher explains that students will be given opportunity in the library to practice evaluating sample essays using NCS Mentor in the future.  In Ram Prep today, students will learn how WASL essays are evaluated and will become familiar with terminology used in the scoring guides. 

Teacher gives copy of WASL Scoring Guide to each student.

10 min.
Content, Organization and Style Scoring Guide: Teacher leads discussion of 4-point rubric.  Teacher should have students orally define vocabulary and terminology that appears throughout (i.e. ample supporting detail, transitions, word choice, inconsistent focus, sentence variety, etc.) as they read through the rubric. Also, teacher and students should discuss differences between the different scores (i.e. What makes a 4 different from a 3?  Consistent focus versus adequate focus, etc.)


SAMPLE QUESTIONS:


1.  What does “focus” mean in writing?  What is the difference between consistent and adequate focus (scores 3 and 4)?


2.  What clue words do you see that help differentiate between a 3 and 4 (or 2 and 3, 1 and 2)?  


3.  What adjectives are used to describe transitions in each of the levels? (4 – clear, 3 – adequate, 2 – weak/inconsistent, 1 – poor, none)

3-5 min.
Conventions Scoring Guide: Teacher and students look briefly at conventions scoring guide, noting specifically that it is only a 2-point rubric.  Most WASL essays score either a “1” or a “2.”  It is very uncommon to see a “0” score for conventions. 

Teacher gives copy of Writing Prompts handout to each student.

5-7 min.
Activity 1:  Teacher gives students time to match WASL terminology 


with appropriate definitions.  When students finish filling in handout, 


teacher and students will identify correct answers and discuss as 



appropriate.

5-7 min.
Activity 2:  Teacher reads instructions to ensure that students 



understand what they are supposed to do in this activity. 
· Teacher reminds students that they are to also underline key words within the prompt that signal what type of writing is requested.  

· Students will be given a few minutes to complete the exercise before discussing it as a class.  

· To complete Activity 2, students should fill in “Key Words” box at the bottom with words that they underlined.  

· Teacher will give students additional key words that are often used (both on the WASL and in the classroom).

Day Two:
Expository Writing Assignment

Teacher will take the students through the WVSD version of the WASL - using the directions.  Be sure to highlight the pre-writing activities and the checklist.  The intention here is that the student can see what the test will look like, therefore feel more comfortable during testing.  


Have students write to the prompt for the rest of the period.

(As an option:  you may have kids exchange products and grade them according to the Scoring Guide)
Day Three:
Persuasive Writing Assignment


Teacher will take the students through the WVSD version of the WASL - using the directions.  Be sure to highlight the pre-writing activities and the checklist.  The intention here is that the student can see what the test will look like, therefore feel more comfortable during testing.  


Have students write to the prompt for the rest of the period.


(As an option:  you may have kids exchange products and grade them according to the Scoring Guide)
NCS Mentor:  Each Ram Prep will be spending two days in the computer labs scoring anchor papers according to the Scoring Guide.  Our goal is to familiarize the students with the expectations for the writing portion of the WASL.


Instructions for the NCS Mentor program are included in this packet.
Content, Organization and Style Scoring Guide

	Points
	Description

	4
	· Maintains consistent focus on the topic and has ample supporting details

· Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of completeness and wholeness

· Provides transitions which clearly serve to connect ideas 

· Uses language effectively by exhibiting word choices that are engaging and appropriate for intended audience and purpose

· Includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, of varied length and structure

· Allows the reader to sense the person behind the words

	3
	· Maintains adequate focus on the topic and has adequate supporting     details

· Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and completeness, although some lapses occur

· Provides adequate transitions in an attempt to connect ideas 

· Uses effective language and appropriate word choices for intended audience and purpose

· Includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, that are somewhat  varied in length and structure

· Provides the reader with some sense of the person behind the words

	2
	· Demonstrates an inconsistent focus and includes some supporting details, but may include extraneous or loosely related material

· Shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but exhibits little sense of wholeness and completeness

· Provides transitions which are weak or inconsistent 

· Has a limited and predictable vocabulary which may not be appropriate for the intended audience and purpose

· Shows limited variety in sentence length and structure 

· Attempts somewhat to give the reader a sense of the person behind the words

	1
	· Demonstrates little or no focus and few supporting details which may be inconsistent or interfere with the meaning of the text

· Has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness and completeness 

· Provides transitions which are poorly utilized, or fails to provide transitions 

· Has a limited or inappropriate vocabulary for the intended audience and purpose

· Has little or no variety in sentence length and structure

· Provides the reader with little or no sense of the person behind the words

	0
	· Response is “I don’t know”; response is a question mark (?); response is one word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the prompt is simply recopied


Conventions
	Points
	Description 

	2
	· Consistently follows the rules of standard English for usage

· Consistently follows the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Consistently follows the rules of standard English for capitalization and punctuation

· Consistently exhibits the use of complete sentences except where purposeful phrases or clauses are used for effect

· Indicates paragraphs consistently

	1
	· Generally follows the rules of standard English for usage 

· Generally follows the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Generally follows the rules of standard English for capitalization and punctuation 

· Generally exhibits the use of complete sentences except where purposeful phrases are used for effect

· Indicates paragraphs for the most part

	0
	· Mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for usage

· Mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for capitalization and punctuation

· Exhibits errors in sentence structure that impede communication 

· Mostly does not indicate paragraphs

· Response is “I don’t know”; response is a question mark (?); response is one word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the prompt is simply recopied


WASL Writing Prompts

TEACHER EDITION
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Activity 1:  WASL Terms

Use the word bank below to fill in the correct term for each definition.
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· Writing that attempts to convince the reader that a point of view is valid or correct.  It may also move an audience to take action.    persuasive
· The type or genre of writing requested.  Essay, letter, editorial and extended response are the most common types.     form
· The kind of writing the student is requested to perform for a particular purpose.  (Verb choice in prompts signals mode – i.e. expository, persuasive, etc.  Mode is often used interchangeably with purpose.)      mode
· Writing that informs, explains why, defines a concept, or clarifies a process. expository
· The person, group or body of people you are writing for.  Those who will hear and/or see your piece.     audience
· A writing request that specifies the topic, purpose/mode, form the writing must take, and the audience for the writing.      prompt
· The layout or visual presentation of the text.     format     (Two types of format on WASL are letter and essay.  Format is not scored on WASL, but will be in classes at WVHS.)      

Activity 2:  WASL Prompts

In the following sample writing prompts, circle whether the prompt is expository or persuasive.  Underline key words that signal expository or persuasive writing modes.

1.  Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended that you will remember for a long time.  In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why.        

Expository

Persuasive

2.  Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper or as complex as a computer or space ship).  Write an essay for your teacher in which you name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work or play.  Inform your teacher of the importance of this invention.  


Expository

Persuasive

3.  Recently a citizen’s group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver’s license.  The group has proposed that high school students have at least a “B” average in order to get a driver’s license.  Take a position on this proposal.  Write a letter to the editor of your local paper to persuade voters to agree with your position.

Expository

Persuasive

4.  Think about the area or community in which you live.  Write several paragraphs explaining to your teacher what you like or dislike about your area or community and why.


Expository

Persuasive

5.  You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to sophomores at your school.  Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker.


Expository

Persuasive
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Day Two:
Expository Writing Assignment

Explanation:

Expository writing asks students to give information, explain something, or define the meaning of something. Expository essays may be developed with facts and statistics, examples, cause and effect, and/or definitions. Usually, the expository essay is unemotional and written in the third person.
Prompts:

1.
Think about how new computers can benefit your school. Your principal has decided that students in your school can have several new computers in your classroom. Write an essay for the school newspaper about how the new computers will be used to benefit your learning.

2.
Transportation is a necessary part of modern life. Write an essay that explains how the car is used by American families. Explain how it is used for business, pleasure, and emergencies. Your essay will be in a new social studies book.

3.
Write an essay about the differences between two different types of insects. Give examples of how each type is adapted to its environment.
Day Three:  Persuasive Writing Assignment

Explanation:

Persuasive writing attempts to convince the reader that a point of view is valid or to persuade the reader to take a specific action. Persuasive essays should be developed around a limited topic that is debatable and meaningful or important. The issue should be one to which students can bring specific evidence and warranted generalization, not just personal opinion or broad generalization. 
Prompts:

1.
The Board of Education has decided to extend the school day for one hour because the State of Illinois has increased the number of subjects students must know about. Do you agree or disagree with making the school day longer? Write an essay to the principal, and explain your answer.

2.
Your teacher has decided to give exams in three subjects on one day. Persuade your teacher to spread out the tests over several days.

3.
A leading doctor has published a research paper which claims that all students should be in bed by 8:00 p.m. in order for them to learn well in school. She suggests that all televisions should be off and all lights turned out by 8:00 p.m. so that students get a full night's rest. Your parents are considering doing what the doctor suggests. Write an essay for your parents and explain your position.

Writing

High School
Checklist for Expository Writing
My essay or letter will explain successfully if I select specific, relevant content and organize my writing well.  That means I should

· follow the directions given in the writing prompt;

· narrow my topic; 

· stay focused on the main ideas;

· elaborate by using reasons, well-chosen and specific details, examples, and/or anecdotes to support my ideas;

· include information that is interesting, thoughtful, and necessary for my audience to know;

(
organize my writing with an introduction, supporting paragraphs with main points and elaboration, and an effective conclusion;

(
organize my writing in effective paragraphs; and

· use transitions to connect my ideas.

My essay or letter will explain successfully if I demonstrate an effective style. That means I should

(
show that I care about my topic by writing in a voice appropriate for my audience and purpose,

(
use language that is appropriate for my audience and purpose,

(
use specific words and phrases that help the reader understand my ideas, and
(
use sentences of varied length and structure.

My essay or letter will explain successfully if I follow conventions in writing.  That means I should

(
follow the rules of Standard English usage, 

(
spell words correctly,

(
use correct capitalization,

(
use correct punctuation,

(
write complete sentences, and
· indicate where new paragraphs begin.
Writing

High School
Checklist for Persuasive Writing
My essay or letter will be convincing if I select specific, relevant content and organize my writing well.  That means I should

(
follow the directions given in the writing prompt;

(
have a clear position and stay focused on that position;

· have more than one argument to support my position;

· elaborate by using reasons, well-chosen and specific details, examples, anecdotes, facts, and/or statistics as evidence to support my arguments;

· organize my writing to make the best case for my position;

· anticipate and refute the opposing position;

· begin my writing with an opening, include a statement of position, and end my writing with an effective persuasive conclusion, such as a call for action; and 

· use transitions to connect my position, arguments, and evidence.

My essay or letter will be convincing if I demonstrate an effective style.  That means I should

(
show that I am committed to my position by writing in a voice appropriate for audience and purpose;

· use words, phrases, and persuasive techniques that urge or compel the reader to support my position; and

(
use sentences of varied length and structure.

My essay or letter will be convincing if I follow conventions in writing.  That means I should

(
follow the rules of Standard English usage,

(
spell words correctly,

(
use correct capitalization,

(
use correct  punctuation,

(
write complete sentences, and 
· indicate where new paragraphs begin.

NCS Mentor Instructions

Two things to do before the labs:

A. A review of the scoring guide.  The Scoring Guide gave them the characteristics of a 4, 3, 2, and 1 in style and content and the characteristics of a 2, 1 & 0 in conventions.  Please review this with the students before the labs.

B. They also need to write to the prompt they’re going to be grading.  If you do not have a prompt, you can use one of the two prompt examples below.  You would not grade it; instead, you have them write to it and then they will score it based on the scoring guide.  

Prompt Examples:

Expository

By the time you are sophomore in high school you have been in many different classes.  Think about a memorable class.  Write a multi-paragraph letter to a teacher explaining why that class was memorable.

Persuasive



Write an essay for a teacher to persuade him or her that either music lyrics OR books OR movies should or should not be censored.  

First Day in the Lab:

2. Have students open NCS Mentor.  Use the icon that is a pencil.

3. On the login screen, click on New ID.

4. Fill in 1st name and last name and your favorite #, then Click OK.

5. It will then ask if they want to secure it with a password.  Click No.

6. On the next screen, click “I agree to accept the terms and conditions of this license agreement.”
7. You are to select a content area next.  Be sure they “hear” that they need to highlight Writing-Persuasive and click OK.

8. I have created different scenarios to get kids to take this seriously.  Of course one of the purposes is to get them to evaluate their own writing and know whether they’re turning in a “4” paper or a “3” paper to the teacher.  The most successful scenario (depends on the group) is to tell them they are all competing for the job of grader.  It pays $12.40 an hour, and they have to learn how to do it quickly.  So today is a quick training session and tomorrow when they come back, they will actually be grading papers.  The most successful will get the job.

9. If you feel the need to, you can review the scoring guide with them which is the fourth tab across from the left.
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10. Now, click on the Anchor Papers tab; the Letter to the Editor prompt will appear.  If you’ve already gone over it, all you have to do is click OK at the bottom and you should see this screen.
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11. Their goal is to read as many prompts as possible and learn how the scoring guide applies, but they definitely should read one of each score in content, organization and style – a 4, a 3, a 2, a 1, the Off-Mode, and the conventions scores – a 2, a 1, and a 0.  Then they should read as many others as possible.

12. Point out the overlay.  When they’re reading a paper, they should click on overlay after they’ve read, and it will point out to them specific things that were addressed by color-coding the comments.  This is very helpful.

13. The rest of the period is spent reading.  When they finish they are to quit the applications.
Second Day in the Lab

1. They will log back on.  If they are at the same computer and put the number they put in yesterday, they may be lucky enough to get right back in.  If not, have them close NCS Mentor, and log on from scratch with a new ID – tell them to change the spelling of their names and make up a new password number.  

2. They will follow the same procedure until they get to the tabs.  Today they go to the tab ‘Set Selection’.   They read the instructions, then click OK.  You should see the screen shown below.

[image: image3.png]=

My Computer

G NCS Mentor for Washington 10 - Writing - Expository Prompt =)

Recycl Bin

Author
Reading Gu.

Book signing
Guidelings.doc

drawing
sametfing,

e

Internet
Explorer





3. Double-click on Practice Set 1.  Have them read the instructions or go over it with them. I always do the first 2 or 3 with them and have them compete with each other – remember they’re competing for a job.  That way they have no choice but to read every word.   After reading, they push the red slider up to the score they are assigning for Content, Organization and Style – then they push the blue slider up for the number that they are assigning to the conventions.   (Using the screen below.)
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4. Then they must click on the Check button - their score is in black, the assigned score is in bright pink.  I always ask “how many matched perfectly”, “how many have adjacent numbers – 1 number off?’ etc. 
5. Once you feel that the students have an idea of what they are doing, they need to press Finish for the Practice Set that they are working on and start on the first of the two Verification Sets.  (To do this, go back to Step 2 and then click on Verification Set 1 of 2).

6. Once they start the Verification Sets, they will not be able to check their accuracy for each paper they score.  They can only find out their accuracy by scoring all ten items, both the red and black, and clicking on Finished.

7. Once they have done this, they will see the screen below.
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8. If they have scored a 70% or higher in the matched category (in both Content and Conventions), then they can print out a copy to turn in to you.  The only item the student needs to turn in is a printed progress report of both of the Verification Sets showing they scored about 70%.

9. They have completed this assignment once they have over 70% for both Verification Sets.  If they are unable to complete this during the lab time then they must complete the assignment sometime outside of class.  All of the computer labs have this program for this specific use.
Overview:


On the 10th Grade WASL you will be asked to write two types of essays, a persuasive and an expository.  In order to be prepared for these essays, it is critical that you understand not only how you will be graded, but also what type of writing you will be requested to utilize.  Today’s activity will help you become familiar with WASL terminology as well as key words that signal expository or persuasive writing.





form	prompt	persuasive


audience	expository	mode


format





KEY WORDS:


� EMBED Unknown  ���





For expository –  	explain, inform  (additional key words: compare/contrast, analyze, evaluate -- not used on WASL, but will be used in different classes at WVHS.)





For persuasive –  	convince, persuade





READ TO STUDENTS:  On the 10th grade WASL the key word that signals mode will be underlined so that students know what type of writing mode they are expected to use.
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