Junior
Constitution Day

Activity

Goals:

· Celebrate the Constitution of the United States

· Recognition of the significance of that document.

· Analyze the development of government in the U.S.

· Assess the impact of the development of the Constitution, in both philosophical and a legal sense.
· Understand the short-term and long-term effects of the Constitution on United States history and government
Materials:

Overview: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution (copies for students)
Cued Retell worksheet (copies for students)
Procedure:

Step #1 Discuss Constitution Day

· Established by Congress in 2005 to ensure that all American schools recognize the importance of the Constitution.
· Discuss the significance of the Constitution as a founding document and a “living” form of governance.
Step #2 Read 
· Students read “Overview” document

Step #3 Retell
· Students decide who will be the “reteller” and who will be the “listener”
· The listener reads the Cued Retell worksheet while the reteller reads the selection again - this time making notes as to how they will retell the information.

· Retell the document

· Listener gives cues to the reteller of what they missed in their retelling and they discuss the document.

Closure/Reflection:

Have the students reflect by answering the following questions…

· Why is the Constitution so important?
Name of Reteller:__________________
Name of Listener:______________________

Overview: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution
Directions:  Tell your partner to tell you everything they can remember about what they just read.  For each idea they remember, put a check in the “Free Retell” column.  After they are done, give them some clues to help them remember the ideas they forgot.  Check these ideas in the “Cued Retell” column.  Total up the checks in each column at the bottom of the sheet.

	Free Retell
	Cued Retell
	Main Idea List for:  Overview: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution


	
	
	The goal of the Revolution was to create a government that did not simply replace one oppressive government with another.

	
	
	The Articles of Confederation were created out of fear of a direct democracy and the need for a republic.

	
	
	The Articles of Confederation failed to give power to collect taxes to the government.

	
	
	Under the Articles of Confederation the government couldn’t enforce its own laws.

	
	
	Shay’s Rebellion proved that the government under the Articles had many problems that needed to be addressed.

	
	
	A convention was called to discuss trade and other pressing issues in, first Annapolis and then in Philadelphia.

	
	
	The delegates to the Philadelphia convention were leaders of the Independence movement.

	
	
	James Madison became known as the “Father of the Constitution” because of the extensive notes he took at the convention.

	
	
	Big states and small states clashed over representation in the national legislature.

	
	
	The Electoral College was created to ensure that voters would not make a poor choice in the presidential elections.

	
	
	The issue of slavery was pushed aside for 20 years, except the decision to count 3/5 of the “other persons” for taxation and representation.

	
	
	Federalism is the idea that the states would retain some individual control, but the federal government has central power.

	
	
	Separation of Powers separates the federal government into three branches: legislative, executive and judicial.

	
	
	A system of checks and balances was included to ensure that no one branch became too powerful.

	
	
	The Framers wanted to ensure that the Constitution remain a “living document” so they included a procedure to amend the document.

	
	
	The Bill of Rights came from the disagreement between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists.

	
	
	The Bill of Rights was created to ensure individual rights so that the government could not abuse its power.

	
	
	The Constitution was ratified, accepted, by eleven of the thirteen states right away.  The other two ratified it later.

	
	
	Even though the Bill of Rights protected individuals, it took many years, amendments and Supreme court decisions to bring social equality.


